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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 0105 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OCLR, TRHY, PLOS, IN, TH 
SUBJECT: R/V THOMAS WASHINGTON 

REF: A. NEW DELHI 17014 B. STATE 281131 

1. ON 24 DECEMBER, MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OFFICIAL 
INFORMED S & T COUNSELOR HE EXPECTED TO BE ABLE TO REPLY 
TO EMBASSY'S NOTE NO. 548 REQUESTING CONTINENTAL SHELF 
CLEARANCE WITHIN TWO DAYS. 

2. ON 30 DECEMBER, HE EXPECTED TO BE ABLE TO REPLY WITHIN 
A DAY OR TWO. 

3. TODAY DEPUTY SECRETARY BULBIR SINGH PHONED TO SAY THAT 
THE REQUEST REQUIRED THE CONSIDERATION OF SEVERAL OTHER 
MINISTRIES, INCLUDING PETROLEUM, AND THAT HE FELT SURE THAT 
THE PROCESS COULD NOT BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO THE TIME THAT 
THE R/V THOMAS WASHINGTON PLANNED TO LEAVE THE AREA. HE 
PLANS TO WRITE US A LETTER. 
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